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National Park Hoge Kempen
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Park at Flanders. This natural reserve, covering more

than

5700 ha, is characterized by woods and heath.
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at 1 of the 5 gateways, where you can (mostly) find an

information kiosk as well as parking space, a cafeteria

and

addition attractions.

For more info: www.nationaalpark.be

Welcome

Limburg enjoys the reputation of being the leafiest
o province in Flanders. One of the highlights is without a
’;‘,", shadow of a doubt the Hoge Kempen National Park. This
Haa s PR 5,700 ha natural area covers the municipalities of Dilsen
Stokkem, Maamechelen, Zutendaal, Lanaken, Genk and
As. Visitors have the opportunity to wander here for hours through the woods and the
purple heath, along the lakes or on the high peaks commanding endless views.

There are five Gateways to guide you in the NationelAOE8 4 EA OEOEOT 008 O,
helps you to explore the surrounding area. There is nothing as pleasant as taking a walk

to enjoy the outdoors. 200 km of signposted paths await your arrival. Those keen on an

even more exciting trip can set off in theompany of a ranger. Cyclists and horse riders

are also welcome to discover what the region has to offer.

And they are bound to be spoiled for choice: over 7,000 species of flora and fauna have
been identified. The National Park is notable for its stonesf all shapes, colours, sizes
and weight. They also constitute the common thread running through the history of the
National Park. You will certainly recognise them during your visit.

Have fun!



http://www.nationaalpark.be/

Nature on top!

Located in the highest part ofthe Kempen region (56100 metres high), theHoge

Kempen National Parks made up of debris the River Meuse carried from the Ardennes
during the last ice ages. Another claim to fame: it is the sole Flemish region whose soil is
entirely composed of pebbles.

The furrows created as a result of the gravel mining
activities and the underlying quart sand combine with
these pebbles to produce the only ‘'opesir geological
museum' in the Benelux countries. The River Meuse has|
hollowed out a 60 m deep valley towardshe east, so the
region boasts a wealth of landforms.

With the arrival of the first settlements the virgin forest
were cut down to make way for fields.

The exhausted fields were abandoned and became covered with heath, which has been a
component of thelocal rural economy for centuries. The heath serves as a habitat for

bird species typically found in this environment, such as curlews, woodlarks and

nightjars. Heath hazel, bell heather and red bell heather cover hundreds of hectares of
lands with a purple carpet in August and

September.

Apart from dry heath with the continental dunes

: and damp heath with peat bogs and fens, the Hoge
Kempen National Park primarily consists of coniferous forests, which were originally
planted to cater for the demand foitimber supports for coalmines but were gradually
turned into more natural forests.
Thanks to the southoriented slopes and the huge variety of biotopes the Hoge Kempen
environment is much appreciated by thermophilic insects, such as the bluginged
grasshopper and the old world swallowtail.

The inoffensive grass snake feels at home in the sunniest spots, so it, along with the
moor frog, the natter jack toad and the viviparous lizard, is the cause of the Hoge
Kempen's reputation as a key Flemish area fomagphibians and reptiles. A large
population of deer takes shelter in the wooded stretches surrounding the open heath.
It also inhabited by remarkable birds of prey, such as the goshawk.




These rich nature resources are managed by the Nature and Forest
Agercy (Agentschap voor Natuur en Bos). The wealth of resources
would soon deteriorate if it were not for the Agency's activities. The
heath is offered every chance of thriving as a result of various
PY operations such as mowing the old heath in situ, cutting grnexcessive
('] spread of weeds and cutting down trees in situ. Spreading out these
ngentscnap voor  OpErations in space and in time helps to produce a huge variety of
Natuur en Bos  bjotopes. Targeted lopping and controlling exotic species (such as the
black cherry) ensure the forests are ranaged on a more
environmentally friendly basis. Open spaces and more varied fringes are created to
bring more light into the rather dark and unappealing coniferous plantations.

Nature and Forest Agency Limburg

Koningin Astridlaan 50 / 5, 3500 Hassl

T: +32 (0)11 74 24 50

E: nationaalparkhogekempen.anb@vlaanderen.be
www.natuurenbos.be

Your attention please!

More and more people feel themselves drawn towards the evatecreasing naturd
resources. And if it sometimes seems as if you are completely alone on the heath or in
the forest, you have to remember that thousands of people have had and will have the
same sensation. This is why the Nature and Forest Agency, as manager, asks you to
comply with one or two regulations.

iy
Py

\ J

2

Wandelaars zijn welkom Honden zijn welkom maar Mountainbikers, ruiters en
op wegen en paden tenzij steeds kort aangelijnd. menners zijn enkel toegelaten op
anders is aangegeven. de voor hen aangeduide paden.
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Gemotoriseerde voertuigen Vuur (kampvuur, fakkels, Pluk geen planten
zijn niet toegelaten. barbecue, ...) hoort niet thuis en paddestoelen.
in de natuur, is gevaarlijk en Verstoor geen dieren.
dus verboden.
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Choose one of the five Gateways as the ideal place to begin a visit to the National Park.
Each one boasts an information point, a car park, a cafeteria and various attractions

It is planned to establish a Main Gateway in Eisdelranklaar (Maasmechelen/Dilsen
Stokkem) in a few years time. In the meantime, it is well worth going out of your way to
visit Dilsen-Stokkem.

(p.14-53)
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Which ewer system you choose to discover the Park (walking, horse riding or by bike),
you can be sure the National Park caters for all tastes.

Each Gateway can be the starting point for a B4 km loop-like tour. There is also a long
distance (72 km) tour in and apund the National Park. (p. 7679)

Use the cycling interchange network to discover the National Park and the surrounding
area by bicycle. Bicycle hire facilities are available at three Gateways.

(p. 80-83)

Horses and carts are welcome on the National Pagkhew horse riding and pedestrian
network, which is linked to the Limburg Kempen network. (p. 8439)



Events are staged at various sites throughout the year. We do our best to minimise any
inconvenience this make cause to individual tourists. Upp-date information is available
at the following address:.www.nationaalpark.be .

Rangers await your visit!

If you are keen on discovering an unforgettable experience the Hoge Kempen National
Park rangers will be only bo delighted to accompany you. Set off with one of these
officials, and be prepared for a surprise.

There are two ways to take part in a ranger activity:

F Participating in an activity featured on the calendar. No need to reserve for this, you
simply pay a small participation charge.
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How to get there?

The Kempen and Maasland.andscape cycle path network can be usdd reach the
National Park by bicycle, perfectly safely and within a short space of time. (p.-83)

The Hoge Kempen National Park can be quickly reached by car from the E314 via the 32
or 33 exit, to reach one of the Gateways, where you may start thesiti Take a map from
the leaflet display stand.

If you prefer to travel by train pay a visit to www.nmbs.be for the timetable of trains
stopping at Genk station, from which you can continue your journey thanks to De Lijn
bus service.
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Accommodation

You may think one day is too short to discover the Hoge Kempen National Park and the
surrounding area. So why not spend the night in a hotel, a bed and breakfast or on a
camp site and discover Limburgstyle hospitality? For details of accommodation in
Limburg, pay a visit towww.toerismelimburg.be.

An overview of accommodation in the National Park is featured on pages-98.

Here you can stay close to the National Park and also count on receiving all the
information you need: they all sell a comprehensive selection of National Park walking
guides, distribute the visitors guides, are happy to offer you one or two suggestions and
some also often provide some special deals.


http://www.toerismelimburg.be/

Take a piece of the National Park home with you!

The range of items on offer from the National Park is just perfect if you are looking for a
nice souvenir of your visit to the National Park or merely on the lookut for an original
gift from the region.

Produced in the most enviromentally-friendly way possible, these gifts have been
carefully selected for your delectation. Examples of its ecological credentials is the
decision for the wood to be sourced from sustainably managed forests, while the
pebbles are firestones (silex) fronthe Hoge Kempen National Park, worked by local
craftspeople. The potter, too, is from the region. Be sure to taste the National Park cake
available from local operators inside and around the National Park. This crunchy little
hazeknut flavoured delicacywith a hint of Limburg honey is made in Limburg (B) with
the finest ingredients.

The National Park photo album will help you to relive your visit. Over 100 photos to set
you dreaming about this splendid national area. A sight for sore eyes!

When you buythese items you can also pat yourself on the back for lending support to
the National Park! The proceeds from the sales are ploughed back into the nature park,
by way of maintaining footpaths and riding tracks, for example.

See page 97 for an overview oktail outlets where the National Park gifts are on sale.




Questions or suggestions?

The Flemish authorities have assigned the task of coordinating the Hoge Kempen
National Park to the nonprofit -making body the Regional Kempen and Meuse Region
Lands@pe, which has set up a project office towards this end. This is the place to ask any
guestions you may have and make any comments about the Hoge Kempen National
Park.

Projectbureau Nationaal Park Hoge Kempen

T:+32 (0)89 86 96 21

E:info@rlkm.be

www.nationaalpark.be

The National Park is the outcome of a successful partnership between several entities.
Its development is a constant concern of the Flemish Authorities, Limburg Province, the
relevant municipalities, nature associations, business operators and other partners. It is
a neverending task seeing to the upkeep of the region, enhancing the infrastructure and
OAAOAAOQEI T Al #ZAAEI EOEAOh DPOAOGAT OET ¢ AT U

The park rangers certainly have theirwo OE A OO 1 OO0 & O OEAI |8
The National Park's infrastructure is managed according to high standards thanks to the
efforts of the park rangers, a team of employees from the soegzonomic company De
Winning. They are there day after day to ensure you can visglie National Park in the
best possible circumstances.

A project enjoying the support of LSM Limburg Provisional Administration.
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Gateway Kattevennen

Gateway Kattevennen at Genk is easily accessible by car
or by train/bus. There is a receptionarea, a shop and a
cafeteria. You can learn about stars and planets at the
Europlanetarium. From here you can take a walk, ride a
bike or a horse.

For more info: www.nationaalpark.be

Kattevennen, a Gateway with a view of space, with the
Europlanetarium as the main attraction. It did not take long to
find a theme for this National Park Gateway: macroosmos!

This is where you can learn everything about the earth, its

" origins, its place in the universe, the macrd T O | Oh 88
| The KattevennenVisitor Recepti on Centre offers a whole

range of information about theNational Park and the activities
of this Gateway.

NEW

The Cosmodrome at the Kattevennen Gateway is new. TheCosmodrome houses a
digital screening system, while the inside comprises nothing but scresnAs well as films
about astronomy this is where films will also be shown about nature, culture, pop musi¢
Z the possibilities are endless

The Europlanetarium provides an opportunity to
become acquainted with spaceThis is one of Flanders'
five active observatories were each presentation allows
visitors to make a leap in time and in space.

Hikers are welcome as wellThePlanet Path is an open
air opportunity to brush up your knowledge about out
solar system. Thel.4 km long path through the
Kattevennen woods is a kind of scale model of our solar
system: every metre in fact represents 4 billion metres! The 11 information boards
teach you more about the planets in our solar system.

Apart from the Planet Path, visitors can also take a pleasant eduaatal stroll along the
Stone Path. Located near to the Visitors Centre, the Stone Path represents 500 million
years of the earth's history, with 30 or so different stones. They reflect the various
geological stages in the complex history of the
birth of the Belgian and Limburg subsaoil.

National Parktours starting from Kattevennen & e
enable you to discover the wide pine forests.
Crossing Heempark they provide an ideal

connection between the centre of Genk and the&ss



National Park. You may choose between 3 signges tours: 5, 7 or 10 km. See page 74
for further detalils.

Located at intersection 30, Kattevennen is also very easily reached tyclists . Bicycles
are also available for hire there.

Riders and teamsters are also welcome here. Appropriate parking fadties are

= available. Thanks to the presence of a horse riding
v#£ school with a riding club this is an ideal starting point
& for discovering the National Park's brandnew riding
network.

Kattevennen also offers opportunities for miniature golf, pony ridingtrips in a covered
xACiTh OEEEI Ch8s8

Practical info

Visitors reception centre Kattevennen

T:+32 (0)89 65 55 55

E: kattevennen@genk.be
www.toegangspoortkattevennen.be

Open: Monday to Friday: 9 am to 5 ppSunday 1 pnz 5 pm
From March till October also on Saturday 1 pm5 pm
Closed on 01/01,1/11, 24-25/12 and 31/12

Cosmodrome

Pay a visit to www.europlanetarium.be for a list of shows and screening times.
T: +32 (0)89 65 55 55

E:info.europlanetarium@genk.be

Observe the stars for free

Every last Friday evening of the month the Europlanetarium organises a special activity:

A OPAAEAZEA £EI i h A AT 1T EZAOAT AAh A bpI AT AOAOEOI
observation evening. When the weather is clear, you will be able to observe the stars

and planets.

Summer events at the Europlanetarium
F 03/07/ 2011 z ALimbourg Sunny day
E 27/08/201 1 - Film in the forest

T: +32 (0)89 65 55 55

E: info.europlanetarium@gnk.be
www.cosmodrome.be



mailto:kattevennen@genk.be
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Midget golf

April, May, June and September: open on Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday, Public
holidays, bridge days and holidays from 2 pm to 5.30 pm

July and August: Every day from 1 pito 7.30 pm

October: only on Sunday from 2 pm tot 5.30 pm

Other hours: booking required (Visitorsreception centre Kattevennen

T: +32 (0)89 65 5555

Groups > 10 persons: Booking at Visitors reception centre Kattevennen
T:+32 (0)89 65 55 55

2,5 Euro fa adults, 1,5 Euro for children and seniors and 1,25 Euro for groups of 10
Persons and more.

Rent a bike

9,00 Euro

At the midget golfbooth or visitors reception centre Kattevennen
T:+32 (0)89 65 55 55

E: Kattevennen@genk.be

For groups: De Wisselaar: +32 (0)800 96 96 7 (free number)

Pony rides

Every Sinday in July and Augusand the first 2 Sundays of Septembeat 10 am and at
11 am (except on 2407)

Meeting point: Tavern manege

550 PAO OEAA ji &£ on [ EIi8q

Booking viaEetcafe Kattevenia

T:+32 (0)89 35 49 66

E: Willy.hellings@hotmail.com

I Age: min. 5 yeargmax. 12 years (Companion should at least be 21 years oldMax. 2
X 8 persons.

Taverne Kattevenia
T:+32 (0)89 35 49 66
E: Willy.hellings@hotmail.com

Taverne De Krater

A place to take a little rest with a snack and a drink while the children can enjoy
themselves in the playground.

Octz March: weekdaysopen from 11 am to9 pm, weekends from 10 am till 9 pm
April z Sept:weekdaysopen from 11 am to 7 pm, weekends from 10 am till 7 pm
T:+32(0)89 30 70 19

Horse rides

Impressive horse shows are organised at Kattevennen duringel8 first weekends of
July.

A must for horse friends.


mailto:Kattevennen@genk.be
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Heempark

"Heempark" is situated halfway between the station and Kattevennen. Here you can

NOEAOI U xAl E ET AEZEZEAOAT O OEAAI OOET 6 CAOAAT O
Playgrounds and fowl are espcially attractive to children..

T:+32 (0)89 65 46 15

E: heempark@genk.be

www.heempark.be

Kicks & Fun

In search of something more adventurous? Go skiing or mountain boarding at Kicks &
Fun

T:+32 (0)89 36 35 02

E: skibaankatteven@telenet.be

www.katte ven.be

Route description

Situated at intersection 30

E314 Exist 32z Direction Genk, take left at the first roundabout, left at the 1st traffic
lights.

Station Genk, bus G2



Gateway Station As

At the Gateway Station As you can catch an ancient train

to travel through the Nationaal Park Hoge Kempen.

During this ride you will learn more about the mining history.
Moreover this is an ideal place to start a bicycle ride
through the National Park and/or Maasland.

For more information: www.nationaalpark.be

Limburg's mining past plays a key role here. The old As Station
is of central importance in this respect. Thatation building
dates back to 1878. The station was
subsequently linked to Eisden, thus
B acquiring the status of the starting point for
' trains carrying minors. All the pits were
connected by a huge 'Coal Track' at the timeg
When the coalmining activities were halted, &
the GenkElsden line stopped being used for carrying passengers and
goods. It was deided in 1996 that the station building and
surrounding area should be protected as a monument and restored.

The smallervisitors reception centre is now located here. A
restored train is used to provide information about the National
Park and the As Sition Gateway.

The 31-meter high lookout tower with a view of the Hoge
Kempen National Park is a replica of the drilling rig, which André
Dumont used to discover Limburg coal in as back in 1901. The
lookout tower can be accessed for free up to 25 metreshis
offers a splendid panoramic vista of the station site and the
National Park.

The Kolenspoor nonprofit -making body operates the Waterscheg
Asz Eisden railway line for tourist purposes with old historical
trains . The train runs according to a fixd schedule. Daily
opportunities for groups to book train trips /tailor -made options.

They consult to choose the starting time, the journey the type of
carriage, the catering formula and/or a guided tour/visit to one of
the places of interest along the wa



http://www.nationaalpark.be/

The miniature train is a scale train which travels along th&,300m light railway track,
takes you along the lookout tower, makes a stop in the Driebankenbos and makes a
connection with the ~ National Park
footpaths, the geological ~ wall and the
As funand sports-oriented = forest.

Starting from As station, |
the intersection 41, you can p:
bicycle tour along and
National Park, the blue
or the Bosbeek valley
If you forget your bike there is no
need to worry, because a : - L bicycle hire
facility is available. Oryou = . B can opt for a
rail bike or a rail track vehicle. You will then be able to pedal along the old mining
railway track from As station, via the National Park, and up to Eisden station.

located along
set off on a
through the
Meuse valley

o e § }—‘?‘; -
The As Stationwalk ing area features 10 looplike tours three of which start at the As
Station Gateway. The old forests, drives and farms evoke the region's rich mining past.
You may also become acquainted with the Hoge Kempen's typical heath landscape.
Have a bite to eat irthe As Station and quench your thirst in the restored station
building or on the platform when the weather is fine
If you want to extend your visit a bit why not try out theuniqgue accommodation in an
authentic 1951 night train?

| Practical info

Visitor s reception centre Station As

Open during office hours or by appointment.
T:+32 (0)89 62 28 67

E: info@kolenspoor.be

www.kolenspoor.be

Lookout tower

Open during office hours or by appointment.
T: +32 (0)89 62 28 67

E: info@kolenspoor.be

www.kolenspoor.be

Miniature train
From May to October: Saturday and Sunday at 2 pm, 3 pm and 4 pm, Wednesday at 2


http://www.kolenspoor.be/

pm.
Every day by reservation

0O¢ DPAO PAOOAT CAO j ET OEA AAOA T &£ A OAOAOOAOE
T:+32 (0)89 62 28 67

E: info@kolenspoor.be

www.kolenspoor.be

Touristic train
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1st and 3rd Sunday of May, June, September and October: 2-pfrpm
0O ¢ &I O AAOI 0O
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children < 3 years: free
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(including guided tour of Waterschei mine building)
Every Sunday of July and August

2pmz5pm
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All days, booking required.

T:+32 (0)89 6228 67

E: info@kolenspoor.be

www.kolenspoor.be

Night train

Ten compartments available, that each can accommodate two adults. Compartments can
be interconnected and/or separated.

O on PAO PAOOIT j AOAAEEAAOO ET AI OAAAQ
T:+32 (0)89 62 28 67

E: info@kolenspmr.be

www.kolenspoor.be

Rail track vehicles

From April to November, during the weekends and school holidays, from 9.30 am to
11.30 am. By reservation only.

At other times and on other days, by appointment.

T:+32 (0)477 96 83 69

E: info@railbikelimburg.be

www.railbikelimburg.be

www.kolenspoor.be

Station Asch
Open as of 10.30 am (kitchen closes on Wednesdays)
T:+32 (0)89 65 95 95



E: info@stationasch.be
www.stationasch.be

Rent a bike

By appointment z Reservation required.
Day price bike: 10 Euro

T :+32 (0)89 62 28 67

E: info@kolenspoor.be
www.kolenspoor.be

Route description
Situated at intersection 41

E 314 Exit 32z N75 Direction As, DilserStokkem,
3rd Traffic light: to the left

Bus 9 orll.



Gateway Mechelse Heide

At Mechelse Heide you can discover the most beautiful
. nature spots, with purple flowering heat as highlight in the
months of AugustSeptember. Take a long or a short walk
and make your excursion more exciting in the compgy
of a Ranger.
For more information: www.nationaalpark.be

Mechelse Heide is synonymous with walks: walks through

OEA &£ OAOGO AT A EAAOEh ATEIT U EOCA
Gateways there is no reception centre here. Here, nature

speaks foritself and that says enough!

Therefuge provides all the information you need to make a
success of your visit to the Mechelse Heide: details about

AEAUAT A O1 6O0O6h A OEOA i Abh 8

MecHeELsE @ Pay avisit to the cafeteridd O 3 A1 A i bifbrd dk &fterA
v {EIDE 59 your tour to enjoy a small cup of coffee or a piece of fruit pie,
' which is most welcome, don't you agree?

This Gateway is the starting point for no less than tours . The tours to the north of this
starting point lead through the Mechelse Bos, which forms an entity witthe
Lanklaarderbos (As Station walking area). The two areas are divided by the old-As
Eisden railway line (see p. 24). The former tiny Eisden station, now th@afé de Statie
provides an opportunity to take a break and enjoy a cup of coffee or other tastgms.

The southern tours lead to the highest points of the Hoge Kempen, where you can see as
far as Germany. The climbing is a bit steep in places. But you will be richly rewarded for
your efforts with a view over the fines heath areas in the Hoge Kerap. The heath turns
the landscape into a purple haze in August and September.



Impressed and eager for more? Move down to th&ikbeekbron .
This 300 ha section of the National Park comprises an older sand ané
gravel quarry, heath and abandoned fields. Nare has made a
successful comeback here in recent years. Norwegian Fjord horses
are to found here in a semwild state grazing on the heath. The lake
water level was raised by 2.5 m during the 20042005 period, with
impressive results.

The earth removaloperations have also provided an insight into the birth of our earth.
The geological working group LIKONA has created a geological garden here.

The perfect starting point for a tour through the Kikbeekbron is theCamping A
Kikmolen . If you are feeling tirel or famished, stop off at thlA A ZAOA OE A foA i
refreshments. You may also come here with your tent or caravan

A great deal of care is obviously lavished on this nature park. Skilful management is
required to prevent it shrinking in size and its quality going into a rapid decline.Nature
management in the National Park is the responsibility of the Nature and Forests
Agency(Flemish Authorities ). Thanks to its expert knowledge, it can get involved, for
example in moistening an area by developg dams, digging ponds and eliminating any
DAOAOEOEA bl AT 0O OEAO AOA OPOAAAET ch 88
The main concern in Mechelse Heide is to maintain a varied heath. Old heath is
eliminated to offer a chance for new plants to get started. Unfortunately, these
operations often strike visitors as disastrous but it has to be realised that afterwards,

the natural resources will thrive and grow like never before.

Visitors may also help to protect this wildlife. And you know how? First of all by
complying with the Regulations drawn up by the manager. Rather than being designed
to curb your freedom, these rules are designed to allow the wildlife to flourish in
complete freedom.
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Those keen on giving a little extra something to their tour should set off with @nger !
Depending umn your areas of interest, you may opt for a nature walk, a gourmet tour, a
AOAOE AT OOOA ET AOiiTi AETAET Chs

You are bound to find something to your taste. Go quickly to page-569.

Close to the Mechelse Heide Gateway is tRabiola Holiday House. Low-impact

recreation is the focal point of this modern holiday centre for children and young people,

with a special focus on children with a disability. This is the ideal 'suitably adapted'

starting point towards other tourist attractions in the surrounding area  Anybody may

gather here as part of a group. The new development in 2009 comes in the shape of the

AAOA APAOOI AT OO 0660 -AAEAT O "1 068 4EAOCA pmn E
are designed for families with a disabled child or a child suffemg from a chronic illness

For more detailed information about opportunities for tourists in the Hoge Kempen
National Park, you may also get in touch witffoerisme Maasmechelen, a few
kilometres further on, near to the oldEisden coal mine and Maasmechelévillage. In
addition to all kinds of useful information about the region, you will also discover an
interactive space here (with free audio guide) and a shop featuring regional produce.

Practical info

Gateway Mechelse Heide
J. Smeetslaan 280, 3630 Maasthelen

Toerisme Maasmechelen:
1/04 z 30/09: Mo z Fr: 10 am6 pm, SaSu: 10amz 5pm
1/10 -31/03: Mo z Fr: 10 am4 pm, SaSo: 11 ang 3 pm

Zetellaan 35, Eisdenr Maasmechelen
T: +32 (0)89 76 98 88

E: toerisme@maasmechelen.be
www.maasmechelen.be



Rent a bike

From April till October: from 10 am to 5 pm
Day price bike: 2 Euro

Zetellaan 35, Eisder Maasmechelen
T:+32 (0)89 76 98 88

E: toerisme@maasmechelen.be
www.maasmechelen.be

Camping Salamander

Open from 1February 1 to November 30, as of 11 amveekend and holidays as of 9 am

J. Smetslaan 280, 3630 Maasmechelen
T: +32 (0)89 76 49 42

Café de Statie
15/05 z 14/09: as of 11.30 am (closed on Mo)
15/09 z 14/05: as of 1 pm (closed on Mo and We)

Spoorwegstraat, 3630 Maasmechele&isden
T: +32 (0)89 70 37 67

E: info@cafede-statie.be
www.cafe-de-statie.be

#Ai PETC +EEITTAT 7 2A00A00AT O ! Al

Open from April 1 to October 1 as of 11 am

Kikmolenstraat 3, 3630 Maasmechelen
T: +32 (0)89 77 09 09

E: info@aentvenne.be
http://aentvenne.kikmolen.be

Fabiola Holiday House

Weldoenerslaan 5, 3630 Maasmechelen
T: +32 (0)89 77 41 50

E: info@kfh.be

www.kfh.be

Route description
Situated at intersection 60

E 314 Exit 32z N75 Direction As,
3rd traffic light to the right

or E314 Exit 33z N78 Direction Maasmechelen, turn left to J. Svetlana direction As

Bus 9.



Gateway Pietersheim ‘

Gateway Pietersheim in Lanaken is fun for children with a

AEE]I AOCAT 80 A£AOi h A Pl AUCOI OT A Al
castle has been renovated into a hotekstaurant andthe

old ruins serves as a reception area.

For more information: www.nationaalpark.be

Delve into the past on the former princes estate
(fortress surrounded by water) dating back to the 12

century. It took several years to restore the ruined Roman i

A 00 AT A OAOGAAT OEA ObPI AT AEA Ox,

The OEOE OT 008
reception

centre offers not
only information
. about the
| National Park, it
also tels the story of the glorious history of
Pietersheim and Lanaken. From the top of the
gate tower you can enjoy a splendid view of
the Pietersheim site and estate. Add a little
extra to your visit and book a guide. Various =
educational tools have also been deloped for
schools (starting in the 20162011 school
year).

For the very young thechildren's farm is entertainment guaranteed. Take a pleasant

stroll among the many farm animals and do not be frightened dfibelle, the huge

draught horse. Travel in a ca with Libelle, who will take you to the most beautiful spots

on the estate (solely for groups by reservation only). A mustsee visit is the House of

Lotte & Giel, a new stable for animals with over 20 different indigenous races of chicken

and rabbits. Colourful information boards and interactive games offer further

information about the chickens and rabbits. Schools may take part in these nature

OAT AOGAA EAOI AAOEOEOEAO8 - AEA AEOAOEOOh AOEC
are just a sample 6the myriad activities for children in the 514 age group. Children can

count on receiving effective guidance about the miracles of nature.



http://www.nationaalpark.be/

When you have had enough of animals, step into the refurbish@thyground !

Some games are adapted for childrewith a disability.

Thanks to the path crossing the playground, several games are accessible to children in
wheelchairs. When the weather is warm, you can have some fun splashing about in the
water games.

You can also follow the new EIf Path.
Kwip will show the way! The trall
invites children to take part in ‘ ‘
enjoyable natureOA1 AOAA CAI A0 8

You can also recharge your batteries
in the children's farm cafeteria : a
Limburg fruit pie and a nice cup of
coffee is waiting for you on the terrace
(along the playgmound). A la carte
eating or a little snack is also
available. Or you may prefer the
princely setting of the@astle 0 E A O A O (PEelidadlydnhabited by Prince Xavier de
Merode the splendid castle is now a café, restaurant and hotel. From the terrace yzan
enjoy a fine view of the front part of the estate. The hotel boasts 15 princely rooms.
Groups comprising 20 to 68 people may easily be housed in thecommodation

centre.

If you prefer to be alone use the Pietersheim Gateway from which 4 signposteuli rs

begin (4, 5, 9, 13 km). The shortest tour enables you to discover the castle estate, while
the other ones guide you towards the National Park. (p. 77)
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Practical Info

Waterburcht Pietersheim

1/04 z 30/10 : every week day from 10 am to 4 png closedon Mondayz Saturday,
Sunday and public holidays from 10 am to 5 pm.

1/11 z 31/03: Saturday, Sunday and public holidaysdm 10 am to 5 pm.

T: +32 (0)89 77 25 34
E: waterburcht@lanaken.be

CaféRestaurant( | O@dstle@®E AOAOOEAET 6
T: +32 (0)89 73 93 93

E: info@pietersheim.com

www.pietersheim.com

Pietersheim children's farm

Children's farm: open nonstop

Secretariat and schoolrooms: from 8.30 am to 12 noon and from 1 pm to 4.15 pm.
I Reservations should be made in time for the service for schools

T:+32(0)89 71 21 20
E: pietersheim@lanaken.be
www.lanaken.be/pietersheim

Cafeteria Children's farm
T: +32 (0)89 72 14 617
www.traiteurjaco.be

Accommodation centre

Accommodation centre with selfcatering facilities or full board.

All the four-person rooms have a shower and toilets. Three rooms are specially adapted
for disabled people.

Reservations accepted for 20 people and over.

T:+32 (0)89 71 21 20
E: pietersheim@lanaken.be
www.lanaken.be/pietersheim

How to get there?
500 m from intersection 131, direction 140

E314 exit 33z N78 direction Lanaken, in Lanaken right at the second roundabout, first
street on the right (Waterstraat).

For the Waterburcht car park: first street on the right

For the Children'sFarm Car Park: at the crossroads (small chapel) on the right
(Neerharerweg)

Buses 20a and 61


http://www.traiteurjaco.be/

Gateway Lieteberg

Gateway Lieteberg in Zutendaal opens the gates to the

microcosm. Take a bardoot walk through an old sand

pit

and be inspired by sensation®f temperature, sharpness,
iTEOOOOA 8 4EA AOOOAOAEI U AT 1T OA«
insect museum (under renovation) show you life

of the buzzing and flittering world.

For more information: www.nationaalpark.be

Unlike Kattevennen, Lieteberg draws the attention of
OEOEOI OO0 Al x1 xAOAO8 4EEO EO OE,
Al O 1 66d OEA AEAOAET AGET ¢ x1 Ol A

The newinsect museum will teach you
that these sometimes hideous creatures

are in fact quitecharming and play a key :h !
role in our daily lives. dk’

s

LIETERER | =
- ,"‘""'_""""‘“‘""“"‘“" TheInsect Path offers a 2.5 km tour as
T FAO AO OEA 0" AAOGOAI
and wood waste this
kinds of tiny creatures:
along with insects. The
the tower is used by

somewhere to spend

Tower). Made of prunings
tower offers shelter to all
small birds and mammals
abundance of hollows under
toads and frogs as

the winter.

Special attention is paid to
workers, bees: here is where |
whole variety of beekeeping systems.

nature's diligent
you learn about a

The man attraction here is without a shadow of a doubt th&arefoot Path ! A

refreshing barefoot tour, guaranteed to offer relaxation to young and old alike. Use your
senses and feet to feel thprickly sensation caused by pieces of wood, stones, splinters,
grassand clay on a controlled 2 km trail accessible only to people walking with bare feet.



http://www.nationaalpark.be/

And why not feast your eyes by climbing to the top of the 18 m high wooden lookout
tower (solely for barefooted visitors), lose yourself in the maze and seek a cooling
experience in the babbling brook.

After the walk, head for thecafeteria or the terrace to enjoy a drink or a slice of
Limburg fruit pie.

If you prefer to walk in shoes, the 3 signpostettails starting from Lieteberg (5, 8 or 14
km) are just the thing fa you. These trails may be located just outside the National Park,
you will still have the opportunity to discover one or two charming spots.

See p. 78 for further details.

The brand-new visitors reception centre provides information not only about the
National Park and the Lieteberg Gateway but also about the many and varied tourist
options available in the surrounding area. This is also the whereabouts of the Zutendaal
Tourist Department's new head office.

Practical info

Visitors reception centre Li eteberg
The reception area is also the outlet for tickets for the Barefoot Path and the new Insects
Museum.

Open from Easter to All Saints' Day: from 10 am to 7 pm.
From All Saints' Day to Easterevery dayfrom 10 am to6 pm.

Vzw Lieteberg
T: +32 (0)8925 50 60



E: info@lieteberg.be
www.lieteberg.be

Barefoot path
Open from Easter to All Saints' Day: every day from 10 am to 7 pm.

3,00 Euro per person (child< 120cm: 2,50 Euro)
Groups of 20 pers. and more: 2,50ueo

Vzw Lieteberg

T: +32 (0)8925 50 60
E: info@lieteberg.be
www.lieteberg.be

Dogs not allowed!

Insect Museum (and butterfly garden)

Open from Easter to All Saints' Day: from 10 am to 7 pm.
From All Saints' Dayto Easter. every dayfrom 10 am to6 pm.
6,00 Euro per person (child< 120cm 4,00 Euro)

Combined ticket with barefoot path: 7,00 Euro per persoffchild < 120cnt 5,00 Euro)
Free admission for the Insects Path and the Bees Park.

Vzw Lieteberg

T: +32 (0)89 61 30 99
E: info@lieteberg.be
www.lieteberg.be

Route description:

E 314 exit 32, N744 direction Zutendaal, at the N77 roundabout direction Zutendaal,
straight on at the crossroads, after 300m keep on right heading for Gellik, after 300m via
the roundabout on the right, enter the new car park, continue towards the Lieteberg
(200m).

Bus G7 (www.delijn.bez N.B.! This is a requesbnly stop. You should reserve at least
one hour in advance by T: +32 (0)11 85 03 00.)


http://www.lieteberg.be/
http://www.lieteberg.be/

Dilsen -Stokkem

In addition to the current five gateways, a main gateway

is planned for EisdenLanklaar (Maasmechelen/Dilsen
Stokkem). Although the implementation of the main
gateway

will still take several years, DilsenrStokkem is already

an excellent starting point for a visit to thegateways at As
and Maasmechelen. In addition, the cable bridge over the
Zuid-Willemsvaart is literally a bridge between the Hoge
Kempen and the Maas Valley, and is certainly worth a visit!

Between the Meuse Valley and the Hoge Kempen

Dilsen-Stokkem isthe location of a significant section of the
main Gateway to the Hoge Kempen National Park. The
work has yet to get underway, but this municipality is a
splendid starting point towards the As and Maasmechelen
Gateways. While the suspended bridge over thauid-

Dilsen-Stokkem Willemsvaart literally forges a bridge between the Hoge
S LR Kempen and the Meuse Valley.

To the east of Hoge Kempen, from Maastricht until after Maaseik, is the location of the
Meuse Valley with its picturesque villages, castles and wildlife along a grdvever, the

iFrT1Tu ITTA ET &1 AT AAOO AT A OEA . AGEAOI AT AO8 4E
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Maascentrum De Wissen, which is only a few kilometres from the Nation@ark.

If you prefer to the stick to the real Hoge KempenamuédEOEO AAOOET AOET T E(
, EOUAAOCS68 /171U OEA Z£AOI EO OOEIT OOAT AET C j

woods around there exude a special atmosphere. This catering establisent, halfway
between As and Dilsen, is the starting point for several splendid walks.

Another mustOAA AAOOET AGETI T EO OEA Os$i1 1 AET $A - AAC
name, because this is an authentic piece of the Hoge Kempen, on the edge of the it

Park, featuring a vey special landscape comprising spoil heaps from the old Eisden mine
(Maasmechelen) close by. You have to pay to visit this 200 ha site but it is certainly

worth the trip.

Maascentrum De Wissen

At the braid museum you can attenddemonstrations on how willow twigs are used to
make all sorts of things. At the Maascentrum you will learn all about life in, at and
around the river.

Januaryz March + OctoberDecember
Week days: from 9am to 12 pm noon and from 1pm to 5pm
Sunday andholidays: from 1pm to 5pm



April + May + June + September
Week days: from 9 am to 12 pm noon and from 1pm to 5pm
Saturday, Sunday and holidays: from 1pm to 5pm

July + August

Week days: from 9am to 5pm

Saturday + Sunday: 10 am to 12 pm noon and from fpto 5pm
Public Holidays: 1pm to 5pm

For groups reservation required
Closed between Christmas and New Year

Maaspark, 3650 DilserStokkem
T.+32(0)89 7521 71
E:info@dewissen.be
www.dewissen.be

De Maasvallei estate

This estate is a mustee in the Hoge Kempen. There are plenty of opportunities here for
walks, cycling and mountain bike riding. The drawings for a residential park are now
being completed.

Vilvertstraat z.n., $50 Dilsen-Stokkem,
T: +32 (0)472 86 37 03

Litzberg Castle
This is the starting point for a walk in the National Park. It is part of the As Station
walking area.

Hoeveweg 145, 3650 DilserStokkem
www.litzberg.be


mailto:info@dewissen.be
http://www.dewissen.be/

Rangers

Rangers are men/women who accompany your group

during your visit at the National Park. You can choose

amongst different Ranger activities: a classic walk, a

bicycle

OOEBPh Al EAOAO AQAOOOEIT 1T 0O Al
Inquire whether your Ranger trip can be accompanied

in

your own language.

For more Information: www.nationaalpark.be

Aktivitatenkalender A www.nationaalpark.be

RANGERS
HETEN JE WELKOM!

Book a ranger ‘

You may also book an activity with a ranger yourself for your family, friends, collgaes
88 /T E1TO 10 AU AEAUAI Anh OAI AgET C 1T 0 OOOAI
offer activities to suit all tastes. Look further for a description of the various activities.

The National Park in a nutshell
Indian Summer tour

Winter tour

Full moon tour

Age-old stories come to life
Earth walk

Spicy national park

Broom binding

National Park stones

Nature at its best

On the nature trail

I AE OA éwhf the Wational Pdrk
Treasure hunt with GPS
Mountain bike tour

Roll up yoursleeves


http://www.nationaalpark.be/

Junior-Ranger

Experiencing nature at its best

Tasting tour

On horseback across the National Park

A nature experience fort he disabled

Treasure hunt for children

The power of the 4 elements
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How to book?

Have you made a choice?

Pay a visit towww.nationaalpark.be to make a booking quickly and safely. Bear in
mind that a booking has to be made at lea8tweeks in advance and is valid only after
the payment has been received.

More information:

The National Park in a nutshell
The perfect way to get to know the National Park and the surrounding area.
When: from 1 January up to 31. December
Where: Kattevennen, Lieteberg, Stations As, Pietersheim, MdskeHeide
Duration: 2 hours
Max. 25 Persons per Ranger
Price: 60 euro per Ranger
Age group: 6z 96 years old

Indian Summer Tour
Take the opportunity of this tour to discover
the National Park's autumn "treasures”. A
chance for you and the whole familya enjoy =
OEA AT171 0006h OEA E£EOACG
When: from 1 October up to 21
December
Where: Kattevennen, Lieteberg, Stations As, Pietersheim, Mechelse Heide
Duration: 2 hours
Max. 25 Persons per Ranger
Price: 60 euro per Ranger
Age group: 6z 96 years old

Winter Tour
Brave the cold during this bracing walk! The ranger will guide you through the most
splendid spots the National Park has to offer.
When: from 1 December up to 21 March
Where: Kattevennen, Lieteberg, Stations As, Pietersheim, Mechelse Heide
Duration: 2 hours
Max. 25 Persons per Ranger
Price: 60 euro per Ranger
Age group: 6z 96 years old

# Al


http://www.nationaalpark.be/

Full Moon Tour
In the wake of a nighttime walk to the top of the spoil heap, enjoy the breatiaking
view of the Meuse Valley and National Park while sging a drink.
When: from 1 October up to 31 March, only when there is full moon (precise
dates: www.nationaalpark.be)
Where: Maasvallei Estate (Terrils Eisden)
Age group: 16z 96 years old
Duration: 3 hours
Max. 25 Persons per Ranger
Price: 80 euro per Ringer (1 drink included)

Age-old stories come to life
This activity is recommended for all of those who enjoy myths, sagas and charming
stories.

When: 1 January up to 31 December

Where: Mechelse Heide, Kattevennen or Pietersembos

Duration: 2 Hours

Max.25 Persons per Ranger

Price: 70 euro per Ranger (1 drink included)

Age group: 16z 96 years old

Earth walk
A taste of Nature with all your senses! (for young and old )
When: from 1 January up to 31 December
Where: Lieteberg, Stations As, Pietersheim, Kavennen, Mechelse Heide
Duration: 2 Hours
Max. 20 Persons per Ranger
Price: 60 euro per Ranger
Age group : 67 96 years old

Spicy National Park
A fun interactive tour on the theme of herbs, with
the highlight being the making of a herb
preparation.
When: from 1 April up to 31 September
Where: Heemprak, Pietersheim, Lieteberg,
Duration: 2.5 Hours
Max. 20 Persons per Ranger
Price: 80 euro per Ranger
Age group: 6z 96 years old

Broom binding
Make your own authentic heath broom and lend your suppotto the silver-studded blue,
one of our most endangered heath butterflies

When: from 1 October up to 30 April

Where: Mechelse Heide, Kikbeekbron

Duration: 3 Hours

Max. 25 Persons per Ranger



